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are heard ,.hovc~^fr~ , dTSs been 
said in old t 7 me: a bright young man 
pot himself on credit a hand me down 
printing press and a shirt tail full of 
type, a bundle of paper and a daub,of 
ink to launch a periodical on the sea 
of an unsuspecting public; to make 
an editor or become a slave in the 
attempt; a*y one or both 
Out of the reek and wrack of such 
hit and miss procedures there did 
come out of such trials by fire a 
brand of old hickory, self made and 
self sustaining newspaper men. O f 
many it could he said of-such hardy 
souls they could take the biggest 
drinks of liquor and write the dullest 

( ditorials. However, in rare instan- 

* * 1 « _ 

ces the flux was just right, the dross 
to consume, the gold to refine, for 
from the flames would arise, pheenix 
like, an editor all to the good. — 
Would that 1 could go on with de' 
script ;ve tribute to such an editor 
whose price is far above rubies, but 
the above labored writing is merely 
pr fare to spying future editors ol 
• ri-a are now being milled out 
)',!;.*■ Department of Journalism of 
the University of West Virginia: 
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^ tl.p charges you *ru»M* ..it ?. 
'.nttlHifv true. 1ml Mi’f *»»" f m-pi-ii is 
m mi in'ii within I he profession . . . 

«.inff & rut her sraiehlnp Irt von 

lir( - 1 ' , c j,. jMurnallatlc stock anp 
ll ' V °* iviilfnV for Pome force from 

Hrt ' nt ’LirfV to force and ‘house an 
thtwittwy -® Wben the editor * 

i,,,: nl HKhrrs i hem selves have the 

a " ( uiMMCC and courage to look 
Intel th0 f ace and then sr\ 

lhinKS /rT to do someth !ng about it, 
curt to rv ed that whatever 

wemayrt^ ‘ fc . discover in our 

meeknessesi & ^ be reiDe dled, 

pr * 0f i e n 5S the journalistic scheme of 

iliinfrs the e We are fl! ] his 

factor. He is Mng 
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tc And so long as we make u 

sei-vauts. A b|lsll that we art 

clear in wi of t i,e general 

Jil K°»*we are not- going to get into 
''n! dilticuitv and are going to hive 
-i>V ” or s&umsl) Mends an ,ong « 
?„S But When we forget the 

reader and the general good, lie has a 
wav of curing that malady jalher 

promptly- And - all of us in the pro 
fesslon know exactly what his method 

is. 

“Freedom of expression and fiee 
r’om of the press are gems of priceless 
worth. They belong to the people, 
not alone to the publisher. With the 
news reels and the radio hesitating 
at times to say aloud what some aie 
Thinking, it becomes the duty ot 
every newspaperman to see that not 
the slightest encroachment on the 
freedom is allowed. And if we play 
iquarely and decentJy with our read¬ 
ing public, J don’t think there is any 
power on land or sea that is going to 

shackle in even the smallest wav the 

* * 

great liberty that we as newspaper¬ 
men in this country have enjoyed and 
value almost above life. One of the 
best ways for us to keep that power 
jMl t (^withstand every onslaught ol 
3f enemies is for us to . . . . t ake 
y. f ‘V honest look at ourselves and 
fpeak, even to ourselves, the truth 
' that may hurt a Li-. ’ 


ring calf. Vropcrly reciDforced, Mr jrtaysui.be i s , C( . .r; _ 

Sharp went back to the spat where he ert reta'ners 0 T >'V: 

. « _ j i-imcc and there beheld I conp-nairaHrm, Mmu n 


hid fired nine times an i here beheld 
what no hunter had seen before or 
since: Nine dead pan there; every 

shot, had told with fatal efTtCt. 
appears there were seasons 
these animals went in packs and this 

appears to have been 
ti .ues. 


when 


congregation. 

session room have everb^n 
in good repair and In recent v 
Sunday School room has been 
Strong pastors have served this p - 1 At 

-days thtre w^cn1 
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one of those Isuch men as Pr. Kennedy, innn 

Jersey; Dr. John 0. Harr, later for 
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I gets a letter the other day from a 
writer’s project bringing the request 
to g^ve some facts arid figures about 
the Greenback community, and some 
fancies In the way of a tall hunting 
story about Huntersville. 

To consider the last item of the re 

qu‘; t first, I win here again reprint 

-e panther killing experience of 

• I'd re James Sharp, more than icen 
' 1 The Fquire was a son of 

«i . V h n Mr P* fcbti pioneer, w ho set 

: f fHinfcrt ville in 17 7;;, at the 

\;;r al 0 . ut w- His declaration 

in ***** recites that he 

/; u *‘ campaign to the 

r - In I7iil. to bring back 

i 1. I 


Greenback,* lowly village of 
Pocahontas, is situated in the 
plain like valley of the Deer 
and its North Fork. The first set 
tiers came there prior to the Ameri 
can Revolution from the Valleys of 

_ a> 

'the Shenandoah, the Jackson, the 
flow-pasture and t he South Branch of 
the Potomac Rivers. These settlers 
were mostly Scotch Iri<h, with some 
English and German names. 

1 have beard the name came f rom 
the grassy slope of the plateau o- 
which the old Liberty Church and 
the modern high school are situated. 
This sunny bank greens early ir: spring 
au^& the name. However. 3 put 
some dependance in the tradition ihe 
place was named for the sake of the 
village of Greenbank in old England. 
Anyway one of the ear'y settlers wes 
William Nottingham, a native ol 
England, a pari of whose farm is now- 
a part of the Uriah Hevener estate 
He came here just after the Revolu- 
tion, and maybe he bethought him 
self of the village of Greenbank back 
home when he saw his new home sur¬ 
roundings. 

Sometime prior to the Revolution 
John Warwick settled at the forks of 
.Deer Creek on lands still occupied by 
his descendants. Here he built the 

community fort, -as ea-ly as 3 770 and 
mayte a year or two before the great 
rush into this valley beginning about 
that year. The erection of this fort 
in such good hunting and fishing 
country was exasperating to the In 
dians, and they were very trouble¬ 
some to Uie settlers living within 
reach of the for. On one occasion, 
an Indian was seen to climb a tree 
to reconnoitre the fort; lie w’as located 
and shot by Major Jacob Warwick 
Once When this fort was invested by 
Indians, one of the attacking party 
shot an arrow in*o the enclosure from 
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Greenbink is a village hut it lias ? i J 
high school which it* Size arui im-| * 
parlance w* uld b * a okb lit to a city I ^ 
of five thous inti people For (hat 
matter by n.eiris ot transportation of 
pupils it serves a wiae spread popula 


tlon of the big Greenbank District. 

Away back in 1842. General Assctn 
bly ofjtheCntnmouwealth or Virginia 
established the Greenbank Acuiemv, 

i *r 

a preparatory branch -of the. U Diver¬ 
sity of Virginia. For nearly (went.) 
ea^s this academy played jin tmpor* 
i-ant purl in the culture and educa 
tiona) development of a virile peop] 
until broken up by the war between 
the slates. 

No part of West Virginia w;n 
more thoroughly ravaged by war than 
Pocahontas county, and no part of 
the county suffered in greater degree 
than Greenbank. The contending 
forces were marching, camping, fight 
ing and raiding through from the 
very beginning to almost the end. 
with home talent bush whacking 
activities on the side m->st any limp 
Greenbank was strongly southern 
in sympathy - The Greenbank C »m* 
Pany, or “Mountain Rifles,” whe* 
mustered in consisted o’ 110 men 
Of these, 100 were six 
in height. This company was as 
sisned t° the 31st, Vi.Rir.hi Infantry 

« 0f ft S « lltin K re n 

TiH ru ri }, Wbre 90 casualities. 

ell on ° A°fT ed ; Iackson flom McDow- 

w'mm,et n J ack> s *** * : 

teysberp- • S ? w A «tietam. Gfei- 

mond pit I,arbor » arnufid R«eh J 
, d) erburg*. and the r<$t Thol 
company suffer**^ terribly .-i u>* 
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couriers dispatched vltfa _ 
irjiu General Lewis to Lord D 
f ,n the march to the mouth of 
Kanawha River, prior to the R 
^ n! Point Pleasant-, the fall of 1774: 
that he saw n u h service in the war 
for liberty, which followed. Bis de¬ 
clining jears were spent at the home 
of his son, James, who was a Com¬ 
missioner of the Court under the oid 
arrangement when all its members 
were squires of their respective dis 
tricls; he was high sheriff of the 
county and an elder in the church. 
Be was held in esteem for his scrupu 
- Jous and strict integrity. The Squire 
was much in the habit of hunting at 
the proper season, not only for the 
sport, but as a matter of business, 
for the proceeds were useful in bar¬ 
tering for family supplies for the corn 
fort and susienante of his household 
While Jiving at Huntersville he had a 
very sensational ad venture on Buckley 
Mountain. It was growing late and 
it was near the time to set out for 
home. He W'as -passing ^ leisurely 
along when a panther suddenly mount 
ed a Jog hut a few yards in front of 
him. He shot the varmeDt, but when 
the smoke cleared away another stood 
in the same place on the log This 
performance was repeated nine times 


tter uITT? 


messages j the present road forksTt^SS 
Dan more] is a measured distance of be 
* “ * £ ve hundred yard-. 

Elizabeth, aged I4 years, daughter 
of Thomas Galford. went on an er- 1 
rand to the mill. She was never seen 
afterwards. The searching parties 
found Indian sign; vain pursuit was 
made and the families l as *.ned t - 
the fort. The fort was clacked* a 
man named Sloan was killed, and an 
Indian wounded. The Indian was 
taken to a glade near Arbovale, and 
sec r eted. Hence the name “Hospital 
Run.”/ One tradition has it the gun 
shot wound responded to the treat¬ 
ment of chewed sassafras bark and he 
recovered to go to his village across 
the Ohio. Another story is that he 
died and was ^buried. About 1800 a 
peaceful band of several hundred Iu- 
(iians came to Greenbank from the 
Ohio country to a visit to their old 
hunting and fishing country. 

I have found no record as to when 
the community church was built, but 
ic was along back in the 1790's or the 
early SOOh?. Anyway it was a W 
structure and old when replaced bv 
Liberty Presbyterian Church in the 
1850’sf*.Theold church stood where 
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